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in improving the hatching rate, we feel. The

BTN ING S PE R eggs hatched in two ana a half days and the
airstone was adjustea down slightly. vver the
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next few days they were wriggling continuously
and most were on the bottom of the pot now as
they had wriggled otr the siae. The :last few
were carerully allowed to tall oft and the pot
was removed, as a number were already out in
the tank ana not receiving much aeration. Now
Wwith our pair S Keyholes e 5N they were alLl on tne bottom ot_the.tankvthe
distinguish the sexes quite easily, the male z;rst?ze was‘pliceq HRR cornir an? aa%usteglso
has a much longer dorsal and anal fins than the *u?rzgter W;Ee Egthgi:123 ierz Ergz ng;migm
female altnough tnis is not always the case. %. i . £ ﬁ_ 1o »y ; 3 ?
Sometimes a pair may have almost the same size LIYL ey e e dtcn;ng SN LINanS netked
pefore. We haa approximately 60 fry.

The Keyhole Cichlid (Aeguidens maroni) is a
beautiful, peaceful and mealum to small sized
cichlid. They grow to nine centimetres ana
come from Surinam and Guyana in South America.

tins.
our Keyholes are in a 2'o" community tank , i tplé Sta?? thelF i sl subogdagmencn gEEEN
with tish tnat are all smaller than them, with WEGOE AR I R EETL bl § BInggan eels | sandmibLipe
. 4 shrimp. although most coula handle brine

plenty ot plants, a log and a flower pot. The
tank has a stable pH of around 6.7 and the
temperature varies from 23 - 26°C but

shrimp on their first day, we feel it is still
a good liaea to give some smaller food to them,

mainly ‘stays around 249¢H Most books wildl gs Fneg .Wll; 2152‘iaihth;zsiniggﬁ'forhzgevig

have you believe that Keyholes prefer a warmer rlne»SLIlmp 15,.Y el e T Y

Tabdi e g W WYHOE SRV TR “and grow up on. baily partial water changes were
given using water ILrom the 2'6" tank water.

especially to spawn but tney seemed pertectly
happy at the temperature we have them as do the
rest ot tneir tankmates, so we decided to leave

Over the next week, they were given their
(little red beilies) fill ot brine shrimp twice
daily. Atter a week they were tipped into the

- larger tank in which tne 9" tank had been
Our first inkling that we had a breeding floatl“S'_ Tn}s héd ? SponSe f;lter e a“q
pair was we noticed the pair hovering over the water ot the sawe ph QEeLneniEY mainly agea tap
log in the centre ot the tank. Ui s EpsEE  Wabely None of the fry were lost in this
move . The water changes were now done weekly

inspection, we noticed & mass of eggs in an
oval shape apout the size of a 50 cent piece,
there were probably around 50 eggs. At this
stage, we thouyht the keyholes were too small
to breed as they were only around six
centimetres long, but who were we to argue.

or bi-weekly and replaced it with tap water.
For a further two weeks they were gyiven
gradually increased twice daily feedings ot
brine shrimp. As a substitute meal atter they
were two weeks old they were given fine daphnia
; : which they also hopped into well, they would
we also thought the cooler temperature of only then have full white bellies.

24°C would put them ofr we had no where ]

1 b 3 e At three weeks ola we ftelt another move was

to put tne large log to artificially hatch the apout due, we had now cleared out a 2' tank and

eggs, so we lett tne tirst lot to them. As 1t pade it ready tLor the keyholes. A slight

ggié bthihazeXt day, they went tungus and were water change, pH check and temperature check

Y evening. was done. The fry were then carefully bailed

P S ; into their new larger home where they would be
They laid a igw times before we were really staying. We only haa one casuZLty, tor

succes;tul, ‘at intervals between 11 and 18 reasons unknown.

aays, in various places. our best success was

when they laid inside the flower pot. This This tank was reasonably well planted in a

was laid on its side with tne small hole only base of gravel with two corner box filters.
about 2cm in diameter, facing where we could The keyholes, arounu 60 oif them, were now

see in. In the atternoon, 18 days atter their peginning to split wup out of the tight group
PieV10U5 spawn, Fhey spawned again inside the  they had kept in the grevious weeks, tgey aoulg
tlower pot. Laying the egys on the side o0f pow do their own thing. 'hey were still ted
the pot whlchl was now the bottom. Again they brine shraimp, oanly now, tney were being
were layed in a circular shape. we removed supplemented with tine flake food, various
the pot, late that evening so as to make sure other small dried foods, aaphnia and the
the eggs had been properly tfertilised. we occassional feeding of white worms. A pair of

placed ago?her pot in its place so as not to  pepperea catfish (Corydoras paleatus) were
upset the parents too much ana it seems to aadded to the tank to nelp clean up any uneaten
work. : or too large food particles.

; The pot containing about 90 eggs was placea At one month old the keyhole shape pattern
in a 9" tank, this was all done underwater in 1s already noticeable and at around two months
the 2'6" tank so the water was all the same. old they are a miniature repiica ot their
This 9" tank was then floated in a slightly parents.

larger tank containing a heater, witn the

temperature set at 28°C. The pot was put We have also had more spawnings of the
in an upright position and an airstone was keyholes in the community tank, however, they
placed inside the pot, sitting in tie small 9et past the hatching ana the parents place

hole at the bpottom. Tne air bubbles were then in hollows and the next day there 1is no
adjusted to allow a tairly healthy stream to Sign of then ever being there. Except the
fan the eggs but not enough to knock them male who <chases the female ana nudges her
ofiti. Several drops ol promethysal were adued  Chidingly as it it is all her [fault. They
to help prevent tungus. Abnout 2 - 3 times must have a tank of their own one day when we

daily any white eggs would be knockea off have one free.
caretg+ly SO as to prevent any fungus
spreadiny. This really madé a bilig ditterence



