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CORYDOKAS PYGMAEUS

Deporan RALPH

The pyymy cattish, as it is commonly
énd tor a goou reason, 1t only yrows to
3cm., They have a gold boudy colour with
th;ck black 1lines marked horizontally on
boay . The centre liine extends haltway into
;nelr tail. Iney are easy to Keep, easy to
teea ana easy to spawn, what more could one ask
EQL i misvas L et A sn . he tewmale grows slightly
larger tnan the male.

known
avout
three
their

We were
pyymy catifish
years old aia
three temales
Tnese were

Ltortunate to obtain seven healthy
that were about one and a halt
reaay tou spawn. I'here were

and rour males, a good ratio.

: piaceua into a «clean tank tnat

contained a sponge tilter, Java moss, bare

bottom and water that was neutral to slightly
acia. The temperature was 259C. They
were ted alternately on white worms, daphnia,
bapby prine snrimp, trout pellets ana
tabimins. Not 1wuch at one feeding, making
sure that the tank bottom was always tree ot
uneaten food build up.

I Arter only having them for six days we
ﬁptlceq some  eyggs in the Java_ moss; the
toliowing ddy tunere were fiore. AS  tilis was

the first time anu we caefinately wantea some
fry we moved the adults into another tank. In
this tank two days later we actually saw them
spawning one mocning. unly one rLemale Wwas
laying eggs so she had the tfour males to
herseli. We were not sure 1f only one male
was spawning with her or it they took turns as
it was hard to teil them apart. Sne seeled to
choose the male and then they would form the
typlcal coryuoras T-position and akter one or
two seconds one eyyg dropped into her pouch,
formed oy holding her ventral tins together.
They then parted company anad the female was ort

to tind the right place to aeposit her egg.
she chose tine tank walls oL the Java MmossS.
She layed only one eyg at a time. This went
on tor most of the morning until about 40 egys
had peen depositea in various parts oL the
tank.

we decided to move the adults again as this
spawn looked petter ana in the original tank
hydra was yrowliny Lrom teewlnyg aaphnlia
probawly . in the tank they haa Just spawnea
in, no aaphnia haa been Ied.

fry one at a time from tne
hydra, using a syringe to
eggs had Jjust been layea,
after the adults were removed. The fry were
adjusted to the water and temperature before
being released. Although we lost about 10 out
of 3z we thought it better than leaving them 1n

We movea tne
original tank with
the tank where the

a tank iull of hydra. phe hyura tank was
scrubbed up and water Lrom another tank was
placed in it ana the aaulits were ©back where
they began.

Meanwhile in the tank that now contained

ali the try ana egys, the temperature was

.they want.

27°C ana with egygs on the ylass at the

front it was easy to watch their aevelopment.
After two days the egys went from a clear
colour to naving a dark spot in them. On the
fourth aday two spots that were eyes were
noticeavle and they beyan hatching. I was
for tunate enouygn to see one hatch tnat was on
the front of tne tank. The head emerged
rirst, foliowed by the voay. Tnere were small
rest periods because 1t looked like ‘hard
WOLK . 1 coula see his little trins flappiny

wadly trying to pull himsel:t out the rest ot
tne way trom his eyg sheil. Graaually he
succeeaed to pull himselt out, his fins still
tliappiny madly. There was no way witn his
yolk sac that he could support himself no
matter how much he frantically flapped his
fins. Helplessiy he spiralled headfirst down
to the bottom of tne tank tloor. He wantea to
swim around, but coulan't so atter a minute or
SO he gave up. 1The yolk sac seewmed to be the

only thinyg tnat stops them from being free
swillning straiynt away, as it 1s toou much 1lor
the Little fry to swim around with. However

the yolk sac only takes 12 = 24 hours to be
absorbed and the fry are tree to move wherever
By then they seem gquite content
just to sit around.

After the yolk
teeding pbeyan. They

sac haa been labsorbeaq,
were started lon dreen
water ana micro worms. After the ftry were one
week olu they began to be more active swimming
up and down tne sides oOf tne tank ana 1in
midwater. They were also fea newly-hatchea
Brine-shrimp akter they were nine days old. A
few small snails were added to the tank to
clean up any left overs atter the Lry were tive
aAava old.
Meanwhile in
they had again

the adults were
The ifemales

the tank where
peen spawning.

seemed to take it in turns ana one wouid Spawn
every two to three days at least. These
hatchea in the tank with them as we no longer

The aaults
he fry are
have tnick

wanted to wmove the adults again.
have so tar not bothereu the fry.
nothing Like the aaults as they
vertical black stripes.

Ir¥ you can owptain these tisn tney are
certainly worth 1it. vhe only thing against
them is their size, they really need to have a
tank of tiheir own as they are so small.




